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Welcome!

Welcome to all worshipping here today with a special welcome to
those who are visitors or newcomers.




May 2023

1 Easter News

Hope everyone had a Blessed Easter!

Thank you to volunteers who helped with the Easter Services to be streamed
and brought closer to the community even during these challenging times for
us all. Thank you for your heart to serve by donating time, talent and
resources. Through your generosity, dedication and support we were able to
brighten the Easter. God uses each of you working together as the body of
Christ to share the Easter message with all who attended services

throughout that week streamed through social media because of these
unprecedented circumstances.

We thank the Lord for all of those who serve him here at Saint
Nicholas Church.

Shpresojme ge ju te keni kaluar Pashke te mbara! Falenderime te
perzemerta per ata ge ndihmuan gjate javes se Pashkes duke bere te
mundur sjelljen e sherbesave te shenjta te Pashkes prane nesh nepermjet
mediave sociale. Shprehim mirenjohjen tone per te gjthe ata qe dedikuan,
kohe, talent dhe donacione. Bujaria, dedikimi dhe perkrahja juaj e bejne
eksperiencen e Pashkes akoma me te vecante. Ne falenderojme Zotin per te
gjithe ata ge i sherbejne Atij me devotshmeri ketu ne Kishen e Shen Kollit.




St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church
Schedule of Services / Programi i Sherbesave

May / Maj 2023
In-Person and Live Streamed Services

(LS Denotes Service Live Streamed on Facebook)

Fr. Dean Photos

We would like to inform you that Fr. Dean Photos will be
serving as our priest for the time being. Fr. Dean will start
Orthros at 9:00 AM, followed by Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM on
the days he is here. The updated schedule of services is on
our Service Schedule Page. The Parish Council is working
closely with the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese to bring an
Albanian priest to St. Nicholas church.

: Schedule of Services

| Sunday Divine Liturgy Service will begin at 10:00 AM, unless noted otherwise.

LS means the Service will be Live Streamed. Watching the livestream allows you to participate even if you cannot make it to church.
See our "Watch Now" link on the Home Page.

You are encouraged to attend Services in person.

| May 2023

May 07, Sun 9:00am-LS  (Sunday of the Paralytic Orthros
10:00 am E te Paralizuarit Divine Liturgy
May 14, Sun 9:00am-LS  [Sunday of the Samaritan Woman Orthros
10:00 am E Samaritanes Divine Liturgy
May 21, Sun 9:00am-LS  [Sunday of the Blind Man Orthros
10:00 am E te Verbrit Divine Liturgy
- |May 25, Thu [2:00am-LS  |Ascension Orthros
10:00 am Ngjitja e Zotit ne Qiej (Analipsi) Divine Liturgy
May 28, Sun [9:00am-LS  Holy Fathers First Ecumenical Council Orthros
10:00 am E Eterve te Sinodit te pare Divine Liturgy




B The Ladies Auxiliary would like
to thank everyone from our
Church community for
2\ participating and supporting the
Palm Sunday Luncheon, on April
09. Through your generous
1 contribution, the Ladies Auxiliary
N were able to raise much needed
& funds, which will be donated to
" the IOCC Turkey-Syria
Earthquake Relief Fund.
A special thank you to all the
ladies who volunteered their
time, effort and resources to make this event successful. We thank God
for the gift of fellowship that we shared with each other. It was a blessing
to see so many of our beloved members, coming together as brethren in
Christ!
Also, we would like to express our gratitude to all the members of the
Parish Council and of our community who volunteered during Pascha
celebrations.
Thank you to the following valued members of our community for helping
with Easter services: Endri Sulari, Argjir Shkira, Desar Shkira, Petrina
Shkira, Gazmend Meni
Special thank you to our youth helping with the hall set up/ clean up: John
Iskali, David Vasil,
Brian Peshtani, Jorgo Meni, James Poni, Bleni Zabuni

Thank you and God Bless you all.
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| ‘ ;ﬂ_ <™ We have planned for a
I chartered bus trip to Sault
§ Ste, Marie, Michigan to visit
& the gravesite of
# Metropolitan llia. The trip
@ will take place on Saturday,
| June 10. The bus will
- depart from the St. Nicholas
" Church parking lot at 9:00
AM and will return in the
afternoon on Sunday, June
11. The price is $220.00 per
person which covers only
the bus. Each person is responsible for paying for their own meals and a
one-night stay at a local hotel. All payments are non-refundable.
A reservation form must accompany payment. One is attached for your
convenience. Forms will also be available at the candle stand and on the
website.
Bus seating is limited so please get your reservation in early to ensure a
seat on the bus. The reservation deadline is May 15, 2023.

et e
His Excellency Metropolitan llia was born in
July 14th, 1937, in a family of Albanian
immigrants who came in the United States in
the early 20th century. The piety of his
family, especially his father and an active
participation in the life of the church would
influence his decision to pursue the vocation
of becoming an Orthodox priest.
After graduating from high school with
honors, llia went to Boston to continue his
studies at the Holy Cross School of
Theology. Following graduation after six
years of studies, he married Helen in 1962.
They were blessed with two children. He
was ordained to the Holy Diaconate in St.
Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church in 1962.
Two weeks later he was ordained to the
Holy Priesthood by Bishop Mark Lipa, in
Holy Trinity Church, South Boston, were he was assigned to serve as a priest.
In 1983, he completed his post-graduate master's studies at Holy Cross School
of Theology and was then appointed Dean of Student Affairs at Hellenic College
Holy Cross. In 1988 he accepted the position of pastor at St. John the Baptist




served the Orthodox Church there during the years 1991-1992, and contributed
tremendously in the restoration of the religious life and ecclesial order in
Albania, particularly as the Director of the Theological School in Durres, where
he taught and mentored candidates for the priesthood.

In 2002, the widowed Fr. llia was unanimously elected titular Bishop of
Philomelion by the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and was
appointed to lead the Albanian Orthodox Diocese in America. For his
contribution to the Albanian Orthodox Diocese in America and to the Orthodoxy
worldwide, the Ecumenical Patriarchate elevated him to the rank of Metropolitan
in 2019.

During his 60 years of service to the faithful and his ministry in the church, our
most beloved Metropolitan Ilia was revealed to be a truly dedicated shepherd to
his flock and a luminous example of faith and wisdom. He will always be
remembered for his warmth and as a loving father in Christ for all of us.

May his memory be eternal!

Shkélgesia e tij Mitropolit llia u lind né 14 Korrik, 1937, né njé familje
emigrantésh Shqiptaré té cilét erdhén né Shtetet e Bashkuara né fillim té
shekullit t& 20. Familja e tij besimtare, vecanérisht i jati, dhe pjesémarrja aktive
né jetén e kishés, ndikuan vendimin e tij pér té ndjekur rrugén e priftérise.

Pasi u diplomua me rezultate té larta nga shkolla e mesme, llia shkoi né Boston
pér té vazhduar studimet né Seminarin Teologjik Kryqgi i Shenjté. U diplomua
pas gjashté vjet studimesh dhe u martua me Helen né vitin 1962. Ata patén dy
fémijé sé bashku. Po né vitin 1962 u hirotonis Dhjak né kishén Shqiptare té
Shén Kollit né Cikago dhe me pas Prift né kishén e Shén Trinisé né Boston, ku
edhe u caktua té shérbente si prift. Né 1983 ai mori njé Master né Seminarin
Teologjik Kryqi i Shenjté dhe mé pas u caktua Dekan i Kolegjit Helen. Né 1988
ai pranoi té shérbente si prift né kishén e Shén Gjon Pagézorit né Las Vegas,
Nevada, ku shérbeu deri né vitin 2002.

Me mbérritjen né Shqipéri té Kryepeshkop Anastasit si Ekzark i Patriarkanés
Ekumenike, ai i shérbeu Kishés Ortodokse atje gjaté viteve 1991-1992, duke
kontribuar jashtézakonisht né ripértéritjen e jetés fetare dhe rregullit kishtar né
Shqipéri, vecanérisht si Drejtor i Seminarit Teologjik né Durrés, ku ai mésonte
dhe drejtonte klerikét e ardhshém.

Né vitin 2002, At. llia, tashmé i ve, u zgjodh unanimisht Episkop titullar i Filomilit
nga Sinodi i Shenjté i Patriarkanés Ekumenike dhe u caktua té udhéhiqte
Diogezén Ortodokse Shqiptare né Ameriké. Si vlerésim pér kontributin ndaj
Diogezés Ortodokse Shqgiptare né Ameriké dhe pér Ortodoksiné mé gjeré,
Patriarkana Ekumenike e ngriti né rangun e Mitropolitit né vitin 2019.

Gjaté 60 viteve té shérbimit té tij ndaj besimtaréve dhe kishés, Mitropoliti yné i
dashur llia u tregua njé bari me té vérteté i pérkushtuar ndaj tufés seé tij dhe njé
shembull i ndritshém besimi dhe mencurie. Ai do té pérkujtohet gjithmoné pér
ngrohtésiné e tij dhe si njé at i dashur né Krishtin pér té gjithé ne.

| paharruar gofté kujtimi i tij!




12023 Memberships
Please send in or drop off your dues for 2023 and 2022 if you still have not done it; $150
per individual over 21 years or old, $250 for family membership covering both husband
and wife plus children under 21 yrs of age. Please note “2023 dues” on your check.
If you are not yet a member but would like to join our parish, please speak to a member
of the Parish Council for information. There is no initiation membership fee any more.
Member directory-If you need to update or correct your address or phone number for
the next membership directory, please contact our church at 773-889-4282 or
stnicholaschurch2701@gmail.com. You can also contact Maria Barbachi if you want to
give us your e-mail address to receive communication from our church. Also, if you are
moving, please inform the church in regards to the forwarding address for future church
communication.

Membership payment now can be done on our church website under donate button.
The droop down list has “Membership” option you can use and make membership payments.
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anetaresise se
Kishes per vitin
2023 dhe 2022
ne rast se nuk e

Kisha Orthodhokse Autogefale e Shqiperise | Greek Orthodox Archdiocese | Orthodoxy in America

Welcome to Our Parish!

i Wel to St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church in Chicago! Please join us on Sundays for Divine Liturgy at % kenl bere akoma
™ 10:00am. AjO eshte $150
r:zis;l\::;iinv;e:;?:::\e?‘:::::I;T;::::n Kollit ne Chicago! Ju lutemi beni te mundur pjesmarrjen tuaj cdo te Diele j4 per peI‘SOhat mbl
W 21 vjet dhe $250
per familjet ge mbulon burrin, gruan si dhe femijet e tyre ne moshen nen 21 vijet.
Ju lutem shenoni “2023 dues” ne cekun tuaj. Ne rast se ju nuk jeni anetar i kishes dhe
deshironi te beheni, kontaktoni zyren e kishes apo nje nga anetaret e Keshillit te Kishes
per informacionin e duhur. Ju lutem njoftoni Kishen ne rast se keni ndryshuar adresen e
banimit apo numrin e telefonit per te bere korrigjimet e duhura ne listat e Kishes.

773-889-4282 or stnicholaschurch2701@gmail.com.
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[LIFE OF THE MONTH’S SAINTS AND MAIN EVENT

Te Dielat e Pas Pashkes

E Diela e Shén Thomait- Né cdo dité
té javés mbas
Pashkés, e quajtur
nga kisha Java e
Ndritshme,
. shérbesat paskale
! kremtohen me téré
shkélgimin e tyre.
Procesioni
pagézimor i
Pashkés pérséritet
: | cdo dité. Dyert e
Bukura té Hierores géndrojné té
hapura. Gézimi i Ngjalljes dhe dhurata
e Mbretérisé sé jetés sé améshuar
vazhdon me bollék. Pastaj, né fund té
javés, té Shtunén né mbrémje
kremtohet kujtimi i shfagjes sé Krishtit
tek Apostulli Thoma “mbas teté ditésh”
(Joani 20:26). Eshté e réndésishme té
vihet re, qé numri teté ka njé kuptim
simbolik né traditén shpirtérore Judeo-
Kristiane. Ai tregon dicka mé tepér se
sa plotésiné dhe pérmbushjen; ai
tregon Mbretériné e Peréndisé dhe
jetén e botés gé vjen, megenése shtata
éshté numri i kohés tokésore. Sabati,
dita e shtaté, éshté dita e bekuar e
pushimit né kété boté, dita e fundit e
Jjavés. “Dita e paré e javés,” dita “mbas

Sabatit”; theksuar né té gjithé Ungjijté si

dita e Ngjalljes sé Krishtit (Marku 16:1;
Mattheu 28:1: Lluka 24:1; Joani 20:1,
19) éshté pra “dita e teté”, dita pértej
kufijve té késaj bote, dita qé géndron
pér jetén e botés sé ardhshme, dita e
pushimit té¢ améshuar e Mbretérisé sé
Peréndisé (Shih Hebrenijté 4)

E Diela mbas Pashke, e quajtur
e Diela e dyté, éshté késhtu dita e teté
e kremtimit paskal, dita e fundit e Javés
sé Ndritshme, prandaj edhe éshté
guajtur Antipashka, sepse vetém né
kété dité né Kishén e vjetér, té porsa
pagézuarit i hignin rrobat e tyre té
bardha té& naaézimit dhe hvnin nérséri

Kishés i vihet theksi shfagjes sé Krishtit
tek Apostulli Thoma. Réndésia e dités
vjen tek ne népérmjet fjaléve té
Ungjillit: Pastaj i tha Thomait: “Vére
gishtin kétu dhe shiko duart e mia;
dhe shtrije dorén e vére né brinjén
time; dhe mos u béj i pabesé, por
besétar. Edhe Thomai u pérgjigj e i
tha: “Zoti im dhe Peréndia im!” Jisui
i thoté: “Sepse mé pe dhe besove,
lum ata qé nuk pané dhe

besuan” (Joani 20:27-29).

Ne nuk e kemi

paré Krishtin me

syté fiziké dhe as e

kemi prekur trupin

e tij té ngjallur me

duart tona, por né

Shpirtin e Shenjté

ne e kemi paré dhe

Sl shijuar Fjalén e

Jetés (1 Joani 1:1-4) dhe késhtu ne
besojmé. Né cdo shérbesé ditore deri né
Ditén e Ngjities (Shestja), ne kéndojmé
Troparin e Pashkés. Né secilén nga
shérbesat e té Dielave pas Pashke,
duke filluar me té Dielén e Shén
Thomait, ne kéndojmé kanonin dhe
himnet e Pashkés dhe pérsérisim
kremtimin e “dités sé paré té javés”, né
té cilén Krishti u ngjall sé& vdekurish.
Kéndimet e Apostullit jané prej Veprave
té Apostujve, ku tregohet pér té
krishterét e paré, té cilét jetuan né
Kungim me Zotin e Ngjallur. Kéndimet e
Ungjillit jané nga Ungjilli i Shén Joanit,
konsideruar nga shumeé, si njé Ungjill gé
u shkruajt kryesisht pér ata gé jané té
porsa pagézuar né jetén e re té
Mbretérisé sé Peréndisé, népérmjet
vdekjes dhe rilindjes né Krishtin, né
emeér té Trinisé sé Shenjté. Arsyeja pér
kété opinion géndron né faktin se té

gjitha “shenjat”, si¢ quhen mrekullité¢ né
l Inniillin e Shén .1nanit kané té hé&iné me




mbas té Dielés sé&é Shén Thomait, me
pérjashtim té sé tretés, i kushtohet
kujtimit té njérés prej kétyre “shenjave”.
E Diela e Miropruréseve-E Diela e
treté mbas Pashke i kushtohet grave
miroprurése, té cilat u kujdesén pér
trupin e Shpétimtarit né vdekjen e tij
dhe ishin déshmitaret e para té
Ngjalljes sé tij. Té tre troparet e té
Premtes sé Zezé kéndohen pérséri dhe
formojné temén e dités

E Diela e té Paralizuarit/Ulokut -E
Diela e katért i kushtohet shérimit té
paralizuarit/ulokut prej Krishtit (Joani 5).
Ky njeri u shérua nga Krishti ndérsa po
priste gé dikush ta zbriste né pellgun e
ujit. Népérmjet Pagézimit né Kishé, ne
gjithashtu jemi shéruar dhe shpétuar
nga Krishti pér jetén e améshuar.
Késhtu, kjo ngjarje na tregon se edhe
ne sé bashku me ulokun duhet qé “té
mos mékatojmé mé gé té mos na béhet
ndonjé gjé mé e keqe” (Joani 5:14).
Festa e Gjysmépentikostisé/Mes-
Rushajeve-Né mes té javés sé katért,
kremtohet solemnisht dita mes Pashkés
dhe Rushajeve. Kjo quhet festa e
Gjysmépentikostisé/Mes-Rushajeve, né
té cilén Krishti “né mes té festés” i
méson njerézit pér misionin e tij
shpétimtar dhe i ofron té gjithéve “ujin e
gjallé” (Joani 7:14, 38). Pérséri ne
kujtohemi pér praniné e Mésuesit dhe
pér premtimin e tij shpétimtar: “Nése
dikush ka etje, le té vijé tek uné e té
pij€” (Joani 7:37). Ne mendojmeé pérseéri
pér vdekjen dhe ngjalljen toné me
Krishtin né Pagézimin toné dhe pér
marrjen e Shpirtit t& Shenijté prej Tij né
Mirosjen. Ne “shohim mbrapa njerén
dhe paramarrim tjetrén” si¢ thoté njé
nga himnet e festés. Ne e dimé gé i
pérkasim mbretérisé sé Krishtit té
Ngjallur, ku “Shpirti dhe Nusja thoné
‘Ejal’ Dhe ai g€ ka etje, le té vijé; dhe ai
gé do, le t&é marré si dhuraté ujin e jetés
E Diela e Samaritanes- E Diela e
pesté flet pér njé grua nga Samaria me
té cilén Krishti foli né pusin e Jakovit

“ujin e gjallé” dhe njohjen e Jisuit si
Mesia i Peréndisé (Joani 4:10-11; 25-
26). Kjo na kujton pér jetén toné té re
né até, pér pirjen toné nga “uji i gjallé”,
pér adhurimin toné té vérteté té
Peréndisé né kohén e krishteré
mesianike, “né Frymé dhe né té
Vérteté” (Joani 4:23-24). Ne shohim
gjithashtu gé shpétimi i ofrohet té
gjithéve: Judejve dhe Kombeve,
burrave dhe grave, shenjtoréve dhe
mékataréve.

E Diela e té Verbérit- E Diela e gjashté
pérkujton shérimin e njé njeriu gé kishte
lindur i verbér (Joani 9). Ne jemi té
identifikuar me kété njeri, i cili arriti té
shohé dhe ta njohé Jisuin si Birin e
Peréndisé. Zoti i ka lyer syté tané me
dorén e tij hyjnore dhe i ka laré ato me
ujin e pagézimit (Joani 9:6-11). Jisui
pérdori balté me péshtymé dhe i tha té
verbérit té shkonte e té lahej né pellgun
e Siloamit. Ai e béri kété né ditén e
Sabatit, dité né té cilén, té péshtyrét,
baltébérja dhe larja ishin té ndaluara.
Duke i shkelur kéto ligje rituale té
Judejve, Jisui tregoi gé Ai éshté me té
vérteté Zoti i Sabatit dhe, sii tillé, Ai
éshté i barabarté me Peréndiné Até, i
Cili, sipas Tradités Judaike, &shté i
vetmi gé punon né ditén e Sabatit, duke
drejtuar botén e tij. Pati njé skandal né
shérimin e té verbérit né ditén e Sabatit.
Ai u nda nga sinagoga pér shkak té
besés sé tij né Krishtin. E téra Kisha e
ndoqi kété njeri né rrugén e saj, duke e
ditur se ata gé nuk e shohin Jisuin si
Zot, jané me té vérteté té verbér dhe
mbeten né mékatet e tyre (Joani 9:41).
Té tjerét kané dritén e jetés dhe mund
ta shohin dhe ta njohin Birin e
Peréndisé, sepse ‘ti e ke paré; éshté
pikérisht ai qé po té flet” (Joani 9:37). |
Verbuar plotésisht, nga syté e
shpirtit, tek ty vij o Krishti im, porsi i
verbéri né Ungjill dhe i penduar
thérras me lot: Ndritmé né té errét, o
drité e qiellit!(Shkurtorja). Burimi:
http://orthodoxalbania.org/alb
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TReligious Education
ALBANIAN SCHOOL Program News

LAJME NGA PROGRAMI I EDUKIMIT FETAR

The Importance of Religious

Education
If we do not teach Christian education is a

our children who permanent challenge to the work of the
Church. Not only did our Lord and

Christ is, savior continuously teach the word of
Someone else God during His early mission, but the
Church as well from the earliest times
looked upon Christian education as one
every-thing of its essential ministries.
hat he'i The greatest gift, the most precious
that he 1s inheritance that we have to give to our
NOT. childrenis our Orthodox Faith. The
Lord makes it clear that He wants

children to come to know Him, and that
He considers it a grave offence for an
adult to hinder this process or lead the
child astray: “Let the children come to
me, so not to hinder them; for to such
belongs the Kingdom of God.
The focus of our efforts to educate
our beloved children in the Orthodox
Christian Faith must remain in our
Religious Education program. When
we bring our children regularly to
classes of Religious Education, we
provide them with a qgift of knowledge that has lifelong value and significance.
Parents: Bring your children to the Religious Education. Your personal
example and involvement in the religious education of your children are
extremely important. The priest and teachers cannot do the job alone. Here is
how you can help develop the spiritual life and moral upbringing of your
children.
Register your child to our Religious Education Program.
Bring them to Church on time and stay and worship at the Divine Liturgy
Be positive about Church and put Church before every other activity on Sunday.
Discuss with them what they learned each Sunday and give your personal
example of Christian living.
Let your love for Our Lord Jesus Christ radiate.

8
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NOTICES

BRICK PROGRAM

Donations for our Commemorative

Brick Program are still being

taken. Bricks can be made to honor a

memory, mark a special occasion or to

show support. A 4 inch by 8 inch brick

with up to 3 lines of engraving can be

ordered for a donation of

$250.00. Forms can be found at the

candle stand or you may also request
a form be sent to you via email or US mail. To ensure the wording and
spelling are printed correctly on the brick, a form must accompany
payment.

EEeat e

YOU MAY NOW PAY YOUR 2023 MEMBERSHIP DUES ONLINE

Click on the DONATE button halfway down the home page on our website
and follow the directions. You may also mail a check to the church or stop
by the church office in person AFTER Liturgy.

ST SN AT

" DID YOU KNOW?

You may now donate to St. Nicholas
Church by visiting our
website: stnicholasalbanianchicago.org.
The DONATE button can be found on
the home page. A list of options will give
| you the ability to donate towards
4 various funds, saints, and other causes.
Check it out today!
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Welcome to Our Parish!

Welcome to St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church in Chicago! Please join us on Sundays for Divine Liturgy at
10:00 a.m.

iresevini ne kishen Orthodokse te Shen Kollit ne Chicago! Ju lutemi beni te mundur pjesmarrjen tuaj cdo te Diele
Liturgjine Hyjnore ne oren 10.00 a.m.

St. Nicholas Albaia Church Facebook

St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox
Church - Chicago, IL

837 likes + 1K followers
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Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America Website
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