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††  TTHHEEOOPPHHAANN  

BByy  tthhee  MMeerrccyy  ooff  GGoodd  

BBiisshhoopp  ooff  PPhhiilloommeelliioonn  

aanndd  tthhee  AAllbbaanniiaann  OOrrtthhooddooxx  DDiioocceessee  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaass  
 

 

PPAASSTTOORRAALL  LLEETTTTEERR  
NNAATTIIVVIITTYY  OOFF  CCHHRRIISSTT  22002233 

 

 

TToo  tthhee  hhoonnoorraabbllee  cclleerrggyy,,  aanndd  tthhee  OOrrtthhooddooxx  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ffaaiitthhffuull,,  ssoonnss  aanndd  ddaauugghhtteerrss,,  mmeemmbbeerrss,,  

ssuuppppoorrtteerrss,,  bbeenneeffaaccttoorrss  aanndd  ffrriieennddss  ooff  AAllbbaanniiaann  OOrrtthhooddooxx  DDiioocceessee  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaass 
  

  

GGrraaccee,,  MMeerrccyy,,  PPeeaaccee  aanndd  JJooyy  ffrroomm  oouurr  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt,,  aanndd  ffrroomm  uuss,,  ppaatteerrnnaall  bblleessssiinnggss!!  
 

 

""II  bbrriinngg  yyoouu  ggoooodd  ttiiddiinnggss  ooff  ggrreeaatt  jjooyy,,  wwhhiicchh  wwiillll  bbee  ffoorr  aallll  tthhee  ppeeooppllee;;  

tthhaatt  iinn  tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  DDaavviidd  aa  SSaavviioorr  wwaass  bboorrnn  ttoo  yyoouu  ttooddaayy,,  wwhhoo  iiss  CChhrriisstt  tthhee  LLoorrdd..""  

                               (Luke 2:10-11) 

 
The feast that lies before us represents the fulfillment of the covenant between God and people. 

The baby Jesus, born in the manger of Bethlehem, illuminates the life time of each of us and the whole 

world, because even the years are sanctified by counting them from the Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The whole creature marvels at the mystery of God's descent to us and trembles under the humility shown 

by the Son of God, He who is born in the flesh from the Mother of God and the Ever-Virgin Mary. 

The birth of Christ the Redeemer, which the whole creation enjoys, makes us reflect more 

deeply on the mystery of the Incarnation, because the way of the union of the two natures, Divine and 

Human, in the one Person of the Son of God, is the model of the unity of the Church. Being a theandric 

communion, the Church is the mystical Body of Christ, in which the unity of believers imitates the 

unity of the Holy Trinity. ""TThhee  ggaatthheerriinngg  iinn  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  iiss,,  aabboovvee  aallll,,  tthhee  MMyysstteerryy  ooff  lloovvee..  WWee  ggoo  ttoo  cchhuurrcchh  ffoorr  

lloovvee,,  ffoorr  tthhee  nneeww  lloovvee  ooff  CChhrriisstt  HHiimmsseellff,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ggiivveenn  ttoo  uuss  iinn  oouurr  uunniittyy.."" (Fr. Alexander Schmemann). 

Through His Incarnation, Christ the Lord took ""tthhee  yyookkee  ooff  hhuummaanniittyy"", assuming in Himself the 

universal body of the Church: "HHee  ddiidd  nnoott  ttaakkee  tthhee  bbooddyy  ooff  hheeaavveenn,,  bbuutt  tthhee  bbooddyy  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh..  

HHeeaavveenn  iiss  ffoorr  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh,,  nnoott  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  ffoorr  hheeaavveenn.."" The Head of the Church, Christ the Lord, Who  
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became Man, stands in eternal connection with humanity, dwelling through the Spirit in our hearts, ""ssoo  

tthhaatt,,  hhaavviinngg  HHiimm  iinn  uuss,,  wwee  mmaayy  ccrryy  aalloouudd::  ““AAbbbbaa!!  ((FFaatthheerr!!)),,””  wwee  mmaayy  aaddvvaannccee  eeaassiillyy  ttoo  aallll  vviirrttuuee  aanndd,,  bbeessiiddeess  

tthhiiss,,  ttoo  ssttaanndd  ssttrroonngg  aanndd  uunnccoonnqquueerreedd  iinn  tthhee  ffaaccee  ooff  tthhee  wwiilleess  ooff  tthhee  ddeevviill  aanndd  ooppppoossiittiioonnss.."" (St. Cyril of 

Alexandria, Commentary on the Gospel of St. John, X, II, p. 983). 

DDeeaarrllyy  bbeelloovveedd  iinn  CChhrriisstt  JJeessuuss,,  

The spiritual unity of the Church, given by Christ the Lord in the Holy Spirit, assumes a great 

responsibility from us. The well-known statement of Saint Cyprian of Carthage who said: ""EExxttrraa  

EEcccclleessiiaamm  nnuullllaa  SSaalluuss!!"" ((OOuuttssiiddee  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  SSaallvvaattiioonn!!)),, truly expresses the teaching of the 

Savior Jesus Christ; that outside the communion of love, based on the right faith, there is no Salvation. 

Each person, as a member of the Church, not only has to take care of himself, guarding against sin as a 

weakening of Ecclesial Unity, but he has to take care of his neighbor with responsibility and sacrificial 

love, as the Holy Apostle Paul teaches us: ""WWaallkk  wwoorrtthhiillyy,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ccaalllliinngg  wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  yyoouu  wweerree  

ccaalllleedd,,  wwiitthh  aallll  hhuummiilliittyy  aanndd  mmeeeekknneessss,,  wwiitthh  lloonngg--ssuuffffeerriinngg,,  ffoorrggiivviinngg  oonnee  aannootthheerr  iinn  lloovvee,,  ffoorrcciinngg  yyoouurrsseellvveess  ttoo  

gguuaarrdd  tthhee  uunniittyy  ooff  tthhee  SSppiirriitt,,  iinn  tthhee  bboonndd  ooff  ppeeaaccee..  IItt  iiss  oonnee  BBooddyy  aanndd  oonnee  SSppiirriitt,,  jjuusstt  aass  yyoouu  wweerree  ccaalllleedd  ttoo  oonnee  

hhooppee  ooff  yyoouurr  ccaalllliinngg;;  iiss  aa  LLoorrdd,,  aa  ffaaiitthh,,  aa  bbaappttiissmm,,  aa  GGoodd  aanndd  FFaatthheerr  ooff  aallll,,  WWhhoo  iiss  aabboovvee  aallll  aanndd  tthhrroouugghh  aallll  aanndd  iinn  

aallll..  AAnndd  ttoo  eeaacchh  ooff  uuss  GGrraaccee  wwaass  ggiivveenn  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  mmeeaassuurree  ooff  tthhee  ggiifftt  ooff  CChhrriisstt.."" (Ephesians 4:2-7). 

Church Unity must be a model for social unity. Just as the divine love shown in the person of 

the Savior Jesus Christ is at the foundation of the Church, so the love towards our neighbor is at the 

foundation of the unity of the Nation, a fact for which we intercede in the Divine Liturgy: ""AAsskkiinngg  ffoorr  

tthhee  uunniittyy  ooff  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniioonn  ooff  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt,,  lleett  uuss  ooffffeerr  oouurrsseellvveess  aanndd  oonnee  aannootthheerr  aanndd  oouurr  wwhhoollee  lliiffee  

ttoo  CChhrriisstt  oouurr  GGoodd.."" (Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom) 

May the celebration of the Nativity of the Lord, of the New Year and of the Baptism of the Lord 

(TThheeoopphhaannyy), bring you much peace, health, abundant joy and strength in your souls! 

Christ is Born, Glorify Him! Christ is on earth, exalt Him!  
  

 Prayerfully yours in the Newborn Lord and God Jesus Christ our Savior,  

      †† 
      

++TTHHEEOOPPHHAANN 

ooff  PPhhiilloommeelliioonn  aanndd  AAllbbaanniiaann  OOrrtthhooddooxx  DDiioocceese  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaass 
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